' Series 2, Number 4 '
Lab Techmcmn - Stan Mosk'xl

“The tug news this tine around 18 our

Dinner scheduled for January 9th. As
nsual, this $20 per plate event will be the
Sherlockian event of the season, so if you
~haven’t reserved your seat by now you'd better call

The Denver Press Club for the fcsuvmcs

f

Criminologist for the Colorado Bureau of Investigation. It turns

someone who isn't?) and has expressed a real interest in ,
participating with THE PATIENTS, lle is eager to talk tous
about the modern world of chemistry and detective work and
how it relates to similar work that The Master Delective dld
about a century ago. You won't want to miss n

Of course, there will also be the usual toasts Or will there?
Long time participants are aware that there is an ancient
tradition at this annual event of toasting various people who
have or had some relationghip the world’s first consulting
detective. These toasts have, in the past, been in the form of

last year I noticed that most of the toast givers were all the
usual suspects. Not so this year! I will be calliug various
members, both new and old, and recruit them to toast specific
characters from The Canon. So beware! And, if I don’t call
you, feel free to plan to make a toast anyway, as any and all
will be collectively invited to juinp in at some point in the
evening. Again, the rules are you can foast anyone or anythmg

to the hfe and times of Sln.rlock Holies.

Another matter that is always dealt with at the dmucr i8 the
election of DWNP board members. This year, the positions of
Chief Surgeon and Stalfl Surgeon as well as several Intern. -
positions are to be elected. For those neophytes among you, I
should explain here that "Chief Surgeon and "Sta(f Surgeou
positions are rouglnly equivalent with those of "President” nnd
“Vice Pregident” in most organizations. "Iulu'ns basically
attend board meetings, vole on nnportﬂnt issues, and help
Continued on page 2 i
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Aﬂ Irr egular Publication of Doclor Watson’s Negleutéd Paneﬁts' =7l
A Scion Socxety of The Bal\cr Street Ilregulzus E

~ upcoming annual Sherlock Homes Bnrﬂlday:
- Once '\gam we open

satchel, _alaw
, ~rcach;ng
Steve Robmson (303-794-9709) immediately to insure a place at_ ,

N Buston has
I‘ he speaker this year wxll be Tom Grnlﬁn, an honest lo god Lab | item of som
~we bring it up :
_light, we regard the item that is,
perhaps, unknown to some. of

out that Tom is a real Sherlock ITolmes fan (you mean there's

Press, Chicago, 1949 and i is

"off the cuff” remarks, well planned speeches, verse, and even
haiku (I'm stretching a point herc, but it 19 possible!). However,

{Among the sonnets are two thdt
_nre of particular interest, .

4

Fall 1992;., H ,
* Edstnr Larry Feldman ;

: ﬁ ‘FROM THE B ‘ TTOM OF |
THEBAG |
' :'By John btc.phsnson

our deep dark

is not long.

p and into the

you.

"The amoll book is entitled :

| Brillig, Sonnets and Other
~ Verse by Vincent Starrett. Thc

book was published by Dierkes

signed by Sl.gtrctt witha

“dedication to a near legcndnry
- Sherlockian.
Chyist, B.

Ty

e | j%ﬁmm_auma

living, dead, or otherwise engaged, as long as you can relate it 1 At inst we may suppose, itwas a

ge any other In the wllage year
Calmly. nodoubt, uponits = .~

- listening ear

Fell the accustomed silence, leit

_and right; until:- -
The cat.came tlddhng, do si do

| .Contmucd on Pnge 2
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fproducc events. Most of these positions are wxde open, 80 1f you -

_have any interest in being a board member or any questions
about same, please contact our current Staff Suxguun Squ
‘Robmbou at 303-794-9709 ASAP. . ,

Also, at the erthday Dinner, available for the firet, wil] bc our
official DWNP bottles of wine, fresh [rom Sherlock Holmes'
special reserve! What's that? Do I hear some doubt to the wine’s

authenticity? If you don’t believe me, just read it for yourself on

the custom made label with a beautiful new drawing featuring
our old club symbol, the cobwebbed doctor’s bag. This sure-fire
collector’s jtem comes in both red and white for a mere $10° per
bottle. ‘Those interested come prepared, since a hmﬂed supply is
;avmlahle

'If you were present at September's annual Doctor Watson’s
Birthday Picnic in Congress Park, then you missed a fun day of
food, sunshine, croquet, and great conversation. Once again,
Nancy lona’s picnic baskets were the hit of the day. Special
thanks also goes Lo Intern Marty Erasteen for producing a fine
evenl with the largest attendance in years. Thanks Marty!

One of the more cxciting results that Marty prnduccd at this
year’s picnic was the altendance some representatives of “The
Denver Branch of The English-Speaking Union o1 1he United
States.” My understanding is that this national or;,amzahon 8
“dedicated to the celebration of the language that both j

Shakespeare and Doyle used so well. Among those pxe.scnl at the

picnic was the organization’s Bxeculive Director Dume Beryle
‘A. Sykes-Windsor who proved to be as elegant and charming as

one might hope. In case any of onr membership are inferested in

participating with this interesling society, 1 will print Lhur
address, phone number and a calendar of some upuummg events
ina bp{:udl box L]Sf-WhelC in this issue. ,

1 hope you weren’t one of ﬂlt. unfortunate few 1lml ums»d
November 191h’s anuual Sherlock Holmes Film Evening al the’
Eugene Field Library. Intern Bill Dorn did a swell job arranging

for two classic though seldom seen old silent filing. The first was

“The Copper Beeches (1913)" starring M. Treville as Holmes
and "The Man With The Twisted Lip (1921)" with Ellic
Norwood as the great detective. People also enjoyed
participaling in a “Jeopardy” styled quiz on Holmes movies,
particularly Chief Surgeon John Stcphenson the hands down ©
‘winner with over $2100 in his "Jeopardy” bunk (sccond prize
came in at $600). The room was packed and at least three new
members joined the NEGLECTED PATIEN [' S lhar evcmm,
‘Well done, Bill! ‘ : ;

Muulx.rslnp 1t.1u.wal fizile is here! Just for fun, l m muluchu'g, a
copy of our new membership application dt.stgucd by board

‘member Marty, Frnsteen. Don’t delay in sending yours in if you

wish 10 be sure that you will receive a copy of all event
information and, of course, every single issue of THB NEW
MEDICAL BULLETIN. Migs it notl SR

Sy
¥

' Conunued ﬁ'om
- BO I" TOM OF

.Tallmg his longmg in a ypsy tune,
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Whereat the cow leape ‘nimbly

_o'er the moon -
~ And strange events went forward
| as we know.

What shall we say. of this pecuhar
matter? = - ’
There are two schoola of thought
one holds the cat

May have been drmkmg, and the
other that

There was connwance with the .
spoon and platter. - :
One curious mcident remains to.
mention; ' ~
The dog did notmng to attract
.menuon P

,, ThiAQyﬂmuLigiihiEmm!

Cupboard -

“The burglary occurred it can be

shown,
Sometime batween the hours of

- four and six,
_The Hubbard v woman whlle a bn

prolix,

Is certain of the tlmes The stolen o

bone,,w_

{. Which at. the sque of iour. was Sy
““plainty'seen,” e
At six o clock had vanlshad from

its place: :
Thus, it is. clear a pnma facle
case

- resis ag Jeunst sornaone in the

hours between, -

~ This is our problem Now let us

asstime -

-Some of the data to have been
suppressed.
~This was an msnda job as you

have guessed - .

There was no strange imruder ln v
“the room.’ :
“in the bare cu pboard certain prlnts
-} were found:

- They were 1he footprmts of a
| gigantic hound!

: lakmg a moment to savor the

- wit. and the talent that was
uniquely the great Starreit’s, we

',‘Llosg our bag until next time.

alp’
a'a’.-
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EDITOR’S
NOTES

' In reaction to our previous issue
of our humble newsletter, we
received a letter from world
renowned collector Peter Blau.
A communication from Peter is
~always worthy of note, due

largely to the fact that his is the

distinction of being one of the
_ great Sherlockian collectors of
our time. The knowledge and
resources that he has to draw on
_ make his thoughtful comments
always of unique depth and
breath. His letter is reproduced
here. :

" Dear Larry:

Many thanks for the second

and third issues of The New

. Medical Bulletin, which are

' nicely done. And of course

I'm glad 1o see that the

- Patients are publishing again

-~ the last issue of The

Medical Bulletin received

here was v. 14, n. 5 (winter

1989) -- have I missed

anything other than n. 1 of

" your newsletter ? And could I
Impose upon you for a capy

of your n. 1

Your articles on "Ihe Three
Canons" are interesting
indeed, starting with .
Hoby/Holly, which I don't
think anyone else has noticed
before. That's the sort of
thing that is fun 1o check with
the manuscnpt (which on
can't do in this case, since
the manuscrzpr of The Gloria
Scott” has never been

: repoﬂcd)

The nanonalzty of the
Shafiers actually is the other

THE NEW MEDICAL BULLETIN

way round, however, as
demonstrated by the
manuscript. They were

as you noted, 1o anti-German
Jeeling at the 1ime of the
War). 5 :

Unfortunaiely, the

manuscript of "The Reigate

Puzzle" also has never been
reporied. But Ann Byerly, in
her article in The Baker
Street Miscellanea (autumn
1983, notes that Sidney
Paget’s account-book entry
has "7 drawings S.H.
(Reigate Puzzle)", mdzcazmg
that the American version of

the title may in fact maich the
- manuscripi. The story fitle in
The Strand Magazine, by the

way, is "The Reigate

Squire "(giving the story three

different titles in print).

The manuscripts can be great
Sfun, as with the story ﬁrst
titled "The Linle Tin Box" --
changed 10 "The Adventure

of the Second Chip* and then

1o "The Problem of Rushmere

Bridge” and then to "The

which made it into print of -
course as "The Problem oj
Thor Bridge”.

With best regards
- Peter ~

- See what we mean?

Peter, we're glad you enjoyed -
our humble periodical and your
scholarly comments are most
appreciated. The third, and
perhaps final, installment of -
“The Three Canons" will -

- have been receiving THE
LITMUS PAPER which was

our previous incarnation. We

~will try to supply.you with issue
‘n. 1 (gratis ta you, natch) as .
German, but became Swedish

_in the British versions (due,

soon as we get the chance. In

~ the meantime, if you want to
 insure getting future issues of
*  The Medical Bulletin (and th:s
~ goes for everyone), make sure
" you renew your membership in

The Patients, Info on how to do
this appears elsewhere in thm :
issue.. ‘ :

And speakmg of our last issue, -

~ congratulations to member
_Sherrie Belnap for sending in all
“of the correct answers to Ellen

_ Reffel's "A Sherlockian \

~ Mid-Term". ‘We are not

surprised at all that Sherrie WAs
the only one to send in a list of

she has only furnished us only.

with excuses, Well, Sherrie?

_And upeulung of ulwla:ly

papers, we are most pleased to

~1include in this issue the first

part of Thom Utecht's deﬁmtxve

treatment of the master
3 detecnve and tobacco. This
 piece has seep publication only

~onthe east coast, so it should be
. Problem of Thor’s Bridge" -~ ’

a new md wciccme treat for all

And that s lt for thla tlme
_ Please send any submi ssxons or

. letters of comment to:
. ‘Larry Feldman oL
533 Jackson Street

Denver, CO 8020655
303-333-3859 . . &

- appear in a future issue. As to !
-previous issues, we believe you

i
l
'

~ cpmpletc and correct answers as
_ she is a brilliant young : woman. '
- She has also promised us a
scholarly paper for our hurnblc :
_ newsletter. So far, however, -



- Christie? Seems unlikely,

* "are such games out there,’

‘situations. As a player you control where he
' goes, who he talks to, what he chooses to say, =
- what he looks at, what he takes, and how he uses
 what he'has in a three dimensional selling. It's up -

* through, while Interplay’s "Star Trek, 25th

- Sherlockian pastiches (I'll let you guess which

' SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE INFERNAL
" MACHINISTS « " |

by Larry Feldman

A computer game for fans of
Sherlock Holmes and Agatha

somehow. And yet, there

and The Infernal —_— B
Machinists are willing to play them. *

Most people when they think of computer games

think of the mindless arcade of the "Super Mario
Brothers" or "Pac Man". There are actually .
many other types of games designed forthe
home computer (as opposed to a video game
system such as Nintendo) that arec more of a =~
thinking man’s game. The kind 1 like the best are
referred to as "An Adventure Game". In games
of this sort the player takes on the role of a
character in a story. On the computer screen,
you see him interact with characters and -

to the player to figure out how to maneuver the
character through to a successful conclusion. -

These games can be complicated and quite
challenging. Historically, they have often been =
set in a fantasy or science fiction genre, such as
in the famous "King's Quest" or "Space Quest"
series. Playing one of these games is kind of like
being inside a movie, though it can take weeks,
or even months, to complete a game. For '
example, Sierra’s "Robin Hood: Conquest of the
Longbow" took me about a month to get

Anniversary Edition" took me almost twice as
long. : =

For the past month or so Ron Lies and I have

- gotten together to play Sierra’s "Laura Bow: The
- Dagger of Amon-Ra", the second installment in

the Laura Bow computer mystery series. We

" have gotten so interested and captivated by this-

game series that I have decided to make our club
official, with a title inspired by two old i
oues). Membership in the club is free, though '
altendance at meetings optional.

""Amon-Ra" stars amateur detective Laura Bow,
- who's kind of a cross between “The Hardy

Boys" and "Nancy Drew", though her adventures

~ TIIE NEW MEDICAL BULLETIN

are more rexmmscent of "Hercixle Poirot”, Set in
the 1920s, in this story Laura has taken a job as a

~~ newspaper reporter in New York City. Her first
-assignment is to cover a museum benefit and the

mysterious theft of a controversial dagger
unearthed in a "King Tut" type excavational

B4 event. The story is split upinto six acts, like an
> old fashioned mystery play. In the first act the
player maneuvers Laura around old New York as
¥"  she begins to interact with characters who have
- their own personalities, alibis, and attitudes while

handling personal problems that will set her up

for the rest of the game. In the second act, Laura

atiends the benefit at a Natural History Museum
where she gets a chance to question more

- suspects and overhear very interesting

- conversations. She even catches a glimpse of the
_ actual "Dagger of Amon-Ra" hidden among the
~ imitation daggers in the museum souvenir shop.
- Unfortunately, she is escorted out of the shop by

security before she can explain, Of course, when

she returns later it is gone. .

' And then, someone is murdered. After examining

the scene of the crime, Laura finds herself and

_the suspects (now the third act) locked in the

spooky museum overnight. As the plot thickens,
more people are found dead, and deadly traps

. and mysterious behaviors abound. Can Laura
- survive the night and solve the mystery? We'll let
~you know. . b s g B e

A new game that will interest all Sherlock and
‘Ripper fans is Electronic Arts® "The Lost Files of

Sherlock Holmes", a mystery in which Holmes

* and Watson investigate a series of murders that
- may or may not mean the return of Jack the

Ripper. Holmes and Watson plus many other
charactérs (such as Lestrade, Gregson, and the

- Baker Street Irregulars) and settings (such as the

Baker Street, Scotland Yard, and Covent Garden)
are excellently and authentically reproduced as
ITolmes and Watson travel by cab through
London, tracking down every lead and making

‘use of all of Holmes' skills including his ability
~ to analyze materials chemically to provide new

avenues of investigation, The graphics are
impressive and the original soundtrack does
much in creating the appropriate atmosphere.
The ad for the game promises over 30 hours of
game play, so if you'd like to view it, we should
be working on this one for quite a while.

And that's my invitation. If you'd like to attend
one of these challenging mystery evenings, let
me know. I'll invite you to the next regular

meeting of THE INFERNAL MACHINISTS.
g Page 4
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DENVER BRANCII OF ‘
THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNION
OF THE UNITED S TATES

As promised in "The Medical Bullctm
Board”, here is a list of some of the -
Union's upcoming events. By the time
that this publication reaches you, it will
probably be too late to attend their
GALA CHRISTMAS DINNER held at
the University Club on December Oth,

. | featuring Judy Pankratz with her
Musical Marionettes performing
“Christmas in Colorado”, but here are
some other events that you can still get
in on.

rod

January, 1993 Mﬂﬂm Place

and datc to be announced

Sunday, February 14, 1993 Igg
hgagung_nmmmhm

March 16, 1993 F\zglyn_WIc:agh
Scholar, nghg , author,
speaker and broadcaster

April, 1993 bchqlarahmllmnmuhg
University Club.

|May 3, 1993 Dsmnld.)’i&tma Safari
Guide in Africa, Speaker and authomy
on Sir Richard Burton

June, 1993 I.hQQLIEQ!ﬁ&_,BiILhQQJ!
Party E

I really don't see how it’ ] possxble to
be a Sherlockian and not be an ,
Anglophile as well. If this sounds like
your English cup of tea, Turge you to
contact the Union. All the mformntlon
you will necd is below '

Address

6000 Bast Evans Avenuc, Bldg 2,.
Suite 339 2 v
Denver, CO 80222

Telephone: 692-8177

: Presldem Roger A. Reeves -
Executive Director: Dame Bcryle A.
Sykes-Windsor ©

Office Hours: 10 A.M. to 3P. M

. | Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday -

ANSWERS TO ELLEN REFFEL’
MID-TERM"
by Sherrie Belnap

S "A SHERLOCKIAN

[Rditor's note - Sherrie was the only one to send ina

| complete list of correct answers to the chalenging quiz

designed by teacher Ellen Reffel to perplex her 7th grade
students. I present those answers to you here, 5o that you
may t'heck them with your own ] ; -

1. Doctor Watson 14, V‘olm

2. Professor Moriarty .. 15.Cocaine
3. Sherlock Holmes - 16.Hawk nose

4. Mrs. Hudson 1M Thin

5. The Woman . 18.Stout ' :
6. Mycroft Holmes ~ 19.Reichenbach Falls
7. Inspector Lestrade - 20.Magnifying Glass =
8. Scotland Yard 2l.Inverness Cape -
9. 221 B Baker Street . 22 Deerstalker

10.The Baker Street Im.gulars 23.Deduce

11.London - 24.Elementary: -
12.Chemicals - 25 The game is afoot! :
13.Pipe L at 5
MOMENTARY :

Why did I do ir?

For many the hour
I have metered the cost
from every perspective I know:
width, height, and deprh
hue, shade or tint; -
bitter, sweet, sour, and salt. :
| Benefit too I have scanned strazghr and skew,
- every angle obuse and acute.. '
Cost-benefit, and benefit-cost, Ve
I've balanced each facr wzth preczszan
Againinthe end =~
[ know, yes, 1 know

|lshat the cost is roo grear

as I judge from my perch here and now.

| But time has l1s way of diluting the urges

which rose in that mament with precipitate surges &
Ir was my mind against moneni. *
That bestial moment!

|t shows its snide Jace all too- oﬂen

| When next it appears, will I ﬁght 2 who mll win?
Am I lemng a moment begm 2

THE NEW MEDICAL BULLETIN
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Holmes® smoking

SHERLOCK'S SMOKING HABIT
by Thom Utecht

Part 1

is one of the few
traditional
identifications that
has some
Canouical validity.

The deerstalker cap ;
and the Inverness cape may or may not be

- valid, depcnc_lmg on how one interprets Watson's
'words. Despite this, they have been oflen used

symbolize and identify the Master. The use of a
pipe is the only one which we know is correct,
and even here, there is the mystery of the
calabash, which is never mentioned, but may
have been smoked...more about that later.

In THE YELLOW FACE, Holmes says of pipes

-that "Nothing has more xndxv1duahty save,

pcrhaps, watches and bootlaces.” The
implications of this postulate is [hat we can learn

~much about Holmes from his pipes.

One of my favorite notations in Barmg-Gould 8
Annotated Sherlock Holmes, and attributed to -
John L. Hicks(1), is "No one can doubt that the
Master preferred a pipe to cigars and cigarettes.
He smokes a pipe in 35 of the cases and probably

does in 3 others, and in still another talks about

his pipe without, as far as the reader knows, -
actually lighting it. He smokes nothing but a
pipe in 29, or, if one includes the doubtful
instances, 32, He indulges in cigars definitely in
8 tales and probably in one other, and in
cigarettes definitely in nine and probably i in onc
other. In only 10 cases does he smoke cxgars
and/or cigarettes but not a pipe.”

It seems obvious that a pipe was the chosen

favorite of Holmes when using tobacco, Holmes

did many things that a pipe smoker of today
would cringe at. But perhaps here we have done
the Master an injustice. To properly illustrate

this, however, I must take you into the wonderful

world of the pipe smoker. This is unfortunately
necessary, since lately there seems to be a
movement to stop smoking, and while it will

_probably not catch on, as most radical and really
'unfashionable movements do not, it has resulted
- in an appalling lack of education regardmg pipes
and tobacco use, which impedes a non-smoker’s

attempt to study the Master through his pipe.
The pipe is a simple instrument. The tobacco is -

TIIE NEW MEDICAL BULLETIN

tamped down inthe bowl and ht fand the smokf. .

travels through the shank and stem into the

- smoker’s mouth By pufﬁng, the tobaccois -
" consumed, leaving ‘only ash. Additionally, a

layer of carbon i is built up in the bgwl wlnch

further enhances the cooling process ‘and makes
- smoking more pleasurable. The amount of ash

left, as well as the amount of unburnt tobacco,
known as a dottle, left in the heel or foot of the

 pipe bowl, depends on several factors - namcly

the type of tobacco, the type of pipe used, and
the smoker.” All these three elements are kcy, if

‘we are to understand Holmes' smoking habits
‘First, let’s look at the tobacco. Most will recall
 the quote from THE ENGINEER'S 'lHUMB
~with Holmes “smoking his before-
“breakfast pipe, which was composed of all the

plugs and dottles left from his smokes of the day
before, all carefully dried and collected onthe

- corner of the mantlepiece." Truly, one of the
- 'most disgusting descriplions in literature,
- The burning rate of tobacco depends on four

things: howdry it is, how  rapidly the smoker

. pufts, the way the tobacco is cut, and howitis

packed in the bowl. The cut of th:& tobacco will
affect the rate of burmng The finer the cut, the

faster the burning rate. The amount of moisture
* contained in the tobacco affects it as well, with
 drier burning faster than moister.. While this ,
-seems obvious, many a novice zxfc smoker has -

not realized that a fine cut-curled tobacco will
burn faster and hotter than a cake tobacco that 18"
moist, and has suffered for it. '

A tobacco that burns fast, due to the amount of

moisture it contains as well as its cut, will be

- quite hot. A stringier cut, such as a cavendlsh i
- will burn slower and cooler. Additionally, the
_larger the pipe bowl, the more heat from -
~smoking w-absorbcd thus cooling

~ And then there is the smoker, 1If

- the smcke
puffs -

-~ furiously;"and generates a great deal of salwa, e
- thenthe amount of moisture builtup atthe .
“ bottom of the pipe becomes so great that the

- lobacco is unburned, a "wet" smoke. If the -

- puffing is regular, and i in keeping with the type

- of tobacco and type of pipe, the tobacco w111 be

_almost entirely consumed.
- One cannot talk of Holmes” smoking th.hout

~ mentioning shag tobacco, which is actually a

“type of cut versus a specific tobacco, Shagisa

finely shredded, through coarse tobacco, and it

~ is found in many commercial pipe blends. It is

' ~gencrally dry, and bums rapxdly Joseph Fume,

Contmm:d on :he foﬂawmg page
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Continued from the preceding page

~in "A Paper: - of Tobacco; Treating of the
- Rise, Progress, Pleasures, and Advantages of

, Smoktng" published in London in 1839, said
"Shag tobacco has obtained its distinctive name
from its being so finely cut that the filaments
appear like so much shag, the old name for short
and matted wool or hair. It is manufactured of
the strongest and very worst kind of leaf, and is
chiefly consumed by the poorer classes. People
of a nervous temperament, who take little

exercise, ought to parttcularly to avoid smokmg '
this kind of tobacco, as its frequcnt use is aptto

induce paralytic affections.."

At first glance, it would appear that shag tobaum
would be one type that Holmes should avoid, if
we are to take Fume’'s warning to heart. For
although Holmes was "always in training”, as
Watson reported in THE SOLITARY CYCLIST
and "a good runner”, as in THE HOUND OF
THE BASKERVILLES, he seldom toock
“exercise for its own sake" (THE YELLOW
FACE), and his restlessness has been commented
on frequently in the Canon (THE RED
HEADED LEAGUE, THE SIGN OF THE
FOUR, THE PROBLEM OF THOR BRIDGE).
Could it be that Holmes, in those early years -

when he scrapped to earn his bread and cheese,

developed a taste for shag, this tobacco of the

poorer classes, and simply kept it, even though -

he could afford more milder blends later on? In
A SCANDAL IN BOHEMIA he received two
fills of shag for helping the ostlers in the
Serpentine Mews with their work. But there is
further evidence to sift through. Jack Tracy(2)
defines shag as a strong, coarsely cul tobacco,
which is certainly different from the ﬁne cut
described above.
" The reason for this has to do with our changmg
language. In Victorian England, the term “shag"
applied to a strong coarse cut tobacco.
Somewhere along the line, shag went from
referring to a fine cut, to this coarse cut, and
- then back to the orlgmal meaning. “This then
would change one's prmon as to the smtabxhty
of shag for Holmes.
A coarse cut tobacco, unlike a ﬁnc cut, burns
slowly. This feature would suit Holmes’
smokmg style, which was nervous to say the
least. We've seen that Holmes, in THE MAN
WITH THE TWISTED LIP, consumed an ounce
of shag in one night, and in SILVER BLAZE,

charged and recharged his pipe with the strongest-

black tobacco. For someone with this nervous
- energy, this constant puffing would resultina
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very wet smoke. Fither this is a bntkdf

~exaggeration, and Holmes had two pipes, which

Watson forgot to mention, or didn't notice; or
Holmes simply wiped out his pipe and connnucd

- to smoke. If Holmes had pot done this, the

amount of moisture built up in the pipe would
have rendered it unsmokable by the third or
fourth pipeful. Even allowing for this possabthty,
my own postulation is that Holmes did have

- another pipe. The amount of heat and moisture

buildup would have made the pipe taste most

foul, and hardly conducwe to contemplative
thmkmg

~ Because of the amoum. of heat and mowture

absorbed, it is recommended that a pipe rest
m-hclwcm smokes, which is why many pipe
smokers carry two pipes if they smoke almost -
constantly. This does not apply, of course, to
renowned Sherlockian Peter Blau, who emulates -
Holmes by constantly smoking one pipe, which -
he wipes out with a napkin and then refills and

smokes, I mentxuned to Peter that he was doi

exactly what every pipe book said you should notA

! .do, and he replied that he had never found a pipe
- book that made any sense when it came to ﬁllmg
~ and smoking the pipe. I agree with him there,

since I have reviewed eight different books on -
pipe and pipe smoking, and each-claimsto hnve
the last word on how one should pack and amoke
a pipe. Bach is slightly different, and Ido it
myself in ' my own unique way. If something has
worked for me for twenty years, I don't think I -

- need to fix it now. But these differences, or

variations, underscore the reason that Holmes®
smoking habits could be- misunderstood,

~ especially since times have _changed since the

1890s, and the qualxty of pxpea -and tobacco has
changed.

This brmgs us to the type of pxpcs Sherlock
Holmes smoked. : ‘

.

' CONTINUED IN A FUTURE ISSUE. |
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